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Meinzer, DJ4ZC, of AMSAT-DL, to command the 
on-board computer to turn the transponder 
fe off for 109 minutes before and after peri- 
gee. Since launch OSCAR 1@ had been in 
sunlight but by mid-September, Earth had 
traveled around its orbit to a point where 


AO-1@ would be out of sunlight or eclipsed 

SHERMAN STARNES at times. The eclipses apparently caused 
W4T2U the mode B power amplifier to heat above the 

cutoff point and on September 30 the mode 


B transponder failed to return to operation 


As everyone must have heard by now, 109 minutes after perigee. DJ4ZC repro- 
the launch date for the first ham in space grammed the temperature trip point to a 
has slipped. After having found excessive higher value and operation seems normal. 
corrosion on one of the solid rocket boost- 
er nozzles, NASA anticipated a late Novem- Jan King, W3GEY, AMSAT Vice-President 
ber launch, but the European Space Agency, for Engineering, took issue with DJ4ZC over 
builders of Space Lab, the primary STS-9 the perigee silent period and apparently 
payload, are seeking a delay until Febru- Gained enough support to prevail. The mode 
ary for "Scientific" reasons. I had the B transponder now remains on through peri- 
good fortune to see "Amateur Radio's New- gee. That is well since at this writing, 
est Frontier", a videotape featuring (mid-October), it appears that we are app- 
WSLFL discussing his upcoming DXpedition roaching a period in which some perigee 
in space, at Virginia Beach. If STS-9 is passages may be above the horizon here. 
delayed long enough, perhaps we can get it 
for a showing at a club meeting before the The mode L (1269 mHz. up, 435 mHz. 
flight. down) transponder aboard OSCAR 1@ is in 
operation about eight hours per week now. 
Perhaps some day OSCAR 18 will be- It is activated for one hour before and one 
come the "old reliable" as were 6, 7, and hour after apogee (the highest point) for 
8, but for now it is new and provides one apogees occurring on Wednesdays and Satur- 
surprise after another. The fact that the days. The satellite makes about 2.06 or- 
satellite is controlled by an on-board bits per day yielding four hours of mode L 
computer enhances the element of surprise operation in two sessions on each of those 
as so many of us know so well. As the two days. Since the spacecraft power sys- 
spacecraft approaches perigee (its lowest tem cannot support both transponders, mode 
point) the omnidirectional antennas are B is deactivated during mode L periods. 
selected automatically. It is likely that ; 
the omni antennas were bent in the encount- Each Monday has been designated a 
er with the third stage and the resulting "QRP" day for OSCAR 18 operations with up- 
performance expected prompted Dr. Karl link power limited to 100 watts ERP. 
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MINUTES 
OF THE 
MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held on October 5, 
1983, at the First Presbyterian Church, S. 
Salisburv Street. President "Doc" Cobb, 
WLYZX, called the meeting to order and wel- 
comed the members and guests. Two guests be- 
came RARS memoers this evening: Dusty Wood- 
lief, NLISI and Jim Wisdom, KWHCG. The roster 
was Signed by ll people. 

Norman Plaks, XNLCG, announced the Nominating 
Committee's selections for the offices of 
President, Secretary and Public Service Di- 
rector for 19@:-85. They are: 


President: Eruce Eggers, WASNEW 
Secretary: Marty Silver, NYH 
Public Service 

Mirector: Diane Courtney, WBLINM 


s made that the nominations be 
ne motion was seconded and carried. 


sted OL-6l Activity Awards to Frank 
inn Bradley, WALAOO and Jesse 


‘Lo 


Noc reac an article from the Raleigh Times 
that is cf interest to RARS members. A Memorial 
r 


a 


Scholarship Fund at NCSU has been established 
in the name of Ferenc Pankotay, KYlX, now a 
Silent key. Ferenc was a member of RARS. The 
first scrnclarshin has been awarded to a Viet- 


rt 
vy 


Zs re 
nam reiue 


Sherman Starnes, wliTZU, has AMSAT applications 
and urges members to join. 


KLHF, called attention to the 


Chuck Lit* Lewood, 
latest 452 Newsletter and passed it around 
among pers. It features the volunteer 


Tee rerinded the members that November is our 
annual aciction meeting and urged all to colléct 
or =ne-anc 


Tl. 


items £ 


BJ, needs a net control for 
ec net on Wednesday nights. 
elo, please contact Jim. 


JIMA Sabe Cex.) a 
tne O.-6. traf 


; 
Anyone wao can nh 


Billy Edwards, KliBWC, explained the pro- 
Slems with the Oll6h repeater and hopes it 
will soon be working correctly. He also 
reminded members that as of August 25th, 
auto patch calls do not have to be logged. 


Pete Thacher, NlHQZ, brought the members 
up-to-date on the Hamfest. There are still 
Some openings for chairmen. Jim Bradley, 


WALAOO, is now co-chairman with Pete for 
the Hamfest. 


The program for the evening was in two parts. 
Doc gave an interesting and informative 
explanation of the Space Shuttle 2 Meter FM 
Operation coming up soon. We hope to have 
Ol-64 available with information during the 
flight. W1AW will also have info in its 
bulletins and a 900 number to call. 


W3EZR, Roger Moates, demonstrated how to 
build an EZBiltBEAM antenna. 


The door prize was won by KLBWC, Billy 
aHdwards. After coffee, doughnuts and fel- 
lowship, the meeting was adjourned. 


Marty Silver, NYLH 
Secretary, RARS 


(Sia OE a O- 


ARE CALL SIGN PLATES HAZARDOUS 
TO YOUR HEALTH ? 


by wa9new 


Hardly a day goes by that we don't 
see some new warning about health 
hazards. The hazard of smoking was 
so obvious even the Congress of the 
United States could see it and take 
action. Now that's quite an accom- 
plishment when yon consider they 
still haven't recognized the hazard 
of continued high deficit spending. 


I'm sorry to report that I've come 
across yet another hazard, this one 
unique in that it only applies to 
some Amateur Radio operators. As 
Thanksgiving approaches we will 
begin to see annovncements by civic 
and social organizations concerning 
their sponsorship of 'Turkey Shoots'. 
Now, with dye apologies to NF4P, I 
don't have a problem with a Turkey 
Shoot. Bnt last year one group 
went too far! It was in the News & 
Observer. A Ham Shoot! 


I don't know about you but am 
covering up my license plate for 
the whole month of November! 


I VE BEEN MOVEL’ SAYS ELIICk FRAN 
by Proc. Ea., ANN, WA4AFK 


KARS is losing a valuable member. hKARS 
News is losing its Lcitor. RAkS already 
feels the lcss. Frank has founa it ne=- 
cessary to spend a great Geal of time away 
from Raleigh and RARS is learning already 
the void that the weiss family will leave 
behind. 


Frank, KY4wW; LeVerne, KA4ULZ; Jimny, 
KA4YNT; and Larry, KE4DLG, have been con- 
tributing members of KARS for a number of 
years. Daughter, Cindy has been busy with 
her college dearee, but promises to find 
time now as Mrs. Fhillip Frate. Inci- 
dentally. Phil is a member of the current 
Novice class. No stone left unturned, 
right? 


Never an activity of amateur radio that 
one or more of the weiss family were not a 
part of. To name a few--to name them all- 
--Frank and the boys are a part of many 
tower activities inthe area. Ana while 
LeVerne doesn’t climb, she’s there with a 
camera. Frank has been a _ solia tkack=up 
for Training Director, Bob, AA4L. when 
Bob is ‘over the sea’ Frank has taken re=- 
sponsibility for the class. Frank ‘s 
knowleage of racio theory is secona to 
none. (Ke got me by the Extra exam=-what 
more can you ask?) ‘There has keen a Weiss 
in every class that Frank has been asso=- 
ciated with. skHanfest--Frank ana LeVerne 
have been ‘workers’ at every hamfest. 
They have strung wire-=-taken Gown wire--— 
worked with the set-up-— hauled tables-— 
pickec up trash=-etc., etc., etc. There 
has never been 4 hospitality night without 
LeVerne's help. Frank ana LeVerne have 
handled ticket sales for the past two 
years. When your money comes out to so 
Many ana one half=-and you know where that 
one half came from==that's accuracy. Fub- 
lic Service--Frank ana LaVerne are always 
cn the sign up list whatever the activi- 
tys=roag race, soccer game, ked Cross 
booth, Crabtree message center. Just ask 
Bruce! 


Last but not least--kKARS News. Frank has 
been the cuiding hana. ke's let me ‘ao ny 
thing with the newsletter but was always 
there to call on for aavice ana counsel. 
he's taught me well. He's given ne the 
contidence to say, ‘CK, now I can ao it! 
My phone bill to Florioa nay be fhenome- 
nal. I'll probably have to call ana say, 
‘Frank, what do I do now? I'll needa 
lot of help and support tromeell of you. 


N\ 
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HERES-YE! = HEAR. “YE! It's Auction Tine 
again! Each year at the November meeting, 
Eams from all around look forward to the 
annual KARS auction. Clean out the shack 
and the goodie box and load up all that 
stuff that followed you hone from the 
summer's hamfests. Ering juncue, bring 
treasures-- but above all tring noney! 
Auctioneers will ke Doc, W4Y¥ZX; Chuck, 
K4EF; anc Bruce, WA9NEW. They've promised 
to keep each other honest. 


All items for sale must be tagged at the 
cashier's table manned by Marty, NY4H; 
Norm, KN4G; and Bill, WE4EOV. The tag 
will have a number (as well as other per- 
tinent info-such as minimum frice, call, 
etc). The number will be cross-referenced 
to a list. Buyers will pay the cashiers 
who can keep track of ‘who owes what for 
which owned by whom . Items donated to the 
club will be tagged "Club" and _ the 
proceeds added to the club's treasury. 


The Club receives the usual 10% selling 
fee based on the final bid frice. All 
items scold by the club will be subject to 
@ Waximum charge of $10.00 regaracless of 
the total selling price. This means itens 
selling for $100 or more will still have 
only $10.00 deducted by the Club. This 
is an excellent opportunity fcr selling 
expenSive items such as tranceivers, lin= 
ears, beams, etc., for a very reasonable 
selling fee. 


If you are bringing items for sale it 
might be wise to arrive a little earlier. 
But whether buying or selling, you want to 
be there. This is one of the hichlights 
of ARS activities anda shoula be a pro= 
fitable evening for all concerned. ke= 
member="One man's junk 1S another man’s 
treasure”. 


RARS NewS will go on, tat Frank's aksence 
will be felt. ARS will miss the whole 
weiss group, and the Bradley Eunch will 


niss some very Gear friends. 


FS SIGNALS 
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*/ AND NOISE 


LB 
“<Zage! 91. Nowakowski, W4VP 


Working the DX station is often easier 
than getting his QSL card. Here are some 
hints I've found useful in obtaining cards 
directly from rare DX stations. 


Send your QSL quickly after the QSO. 
If you delay for a few weeks or several 
months, the odds against getting a reply 
increase. This is due to several factors, 
including the possibility the DX'er's ad- 
dress will change, he may tire of the Dx 
game, or other circumstances may preclude 
his replying. Get your card to him quickly, 
use airmail, and use commemmorative stamps 
of different types. Exercise a little 
judgement in the stamps you use as certain 
commemmoratives may not be well received 
in certain countries. 


Use an attractive card, preferably a 
distinctive one. You can custom design a 
card at rather reasonable costs, or even 
make your own out of postcards, etc. The 
idea is to stand out a little from the 
crowd. If the DxX'er is fairly active, he 
probably is receiving dozens of identical 
cards. You want him to notice your card. 
Write a short note on the card, paste a 
picture on it, decorate it or draw a car- 
toon on it. Do anything that will help 
keep your card in front of the Dx'er. Be 
wary of "cute" cartoon cards with drinking, 
sex, or girlie themes. Ideas about what is 
"cute" vary considerably around the world. 


Enclose something extra. You can en- 
close a picture of your shack, a pamphlet 
about your hometown, a few postcards, or 
your club newsletter; something of incon- 
sequential value that will attract the 
DX'er's attention. I have used cassette 
recordings of the DxX'er's signal with re- 
markable results. Cassettes can often be 
bought three for a dollar so there is not 
a great expense involved. Every DxX'er gets 
a kick out of hearing how his signal 
sounds, and you can also add some personal 
greetings, ar try your hand at the Dx'’er's 
language. 


‘Send a self-addressed envelope and 
reply postage. If possible send a 4x6" 
envelope as many DX'ers use oversize cards. 
As for the reply postage, you can use IRC’S, 
foreign stamps, or if you are very careful, 
a dollar bill. Always use extreme caution 


_in sending money. You may cause the DxX'er 


much grief in certain countries. If there 
is the slightest doubt, don't send cash. 
TRC's can often be had for their redemp- 
tion value, 40¢, but be sure to check out 
the source before sending off lots of moneu. 
There are a lot of outdated IRC's floating 
around. If you use stamps, don't stick them 
on the envelope, the DxX'er may have an odd 
size card that won't fit in your envelope. 


Finally, use the best address you can 
find. Use the latest callbook and check for 
recent address changes in recent DX columns 
and bulletins. Keep a record of the address 
you use. If you later find a different one, 
send an additional card. All your efforts 
up to this point are for naught if the Dx'‘er 
doesn't receive your card. 


Be patient. Mail is still slow, DxX'er's 
are active people, and the DxX'er may not be 


able to reply immediately even if he wants to. 


By the same token, if after several months 
you still have no reply, follow up with 
another card. Also keep watching for 

new addresses, 


Notice that I never claimed that QSL‘'ing 


was cheap. But the expense is part of the 
game. 


Never give up. I've received cards ten 
years atter the QSO. 


Most DxX'ers will OSL. You can increase 
your returns and make friends with your 
OSL» technigu@.«sGivesit a. b5u. sas 

iP 0a EE ED OGD 
FOR SALE: Complete 100 ft. Rohn 25G 
tower with thrust baring, 20 ft. steel 
mast, 4 guy sets w/toraue lenghts, 36 
insulators, about 1200 ft of % in. EHS 
guy wire, 96 guy wraps at all insulator, 
tower & equalizer plate connections. 
Total height to top of mast is 113 ft. 
Designed to support and rotate 16 sq. 
ft. of antenna. Was used for staked 
KT34XA Tribander, Hi-Gain 40 m. beam 
and 2 meter beam. If interested cal] 
Frank, KY4W (919) 781-9049 


FOR SALE: Hi-Gain 402A 40 meter beam, 
16 ft. boom and only 6 sq. ft. of wind 
load. Call Frank, KY4W 


How to figure out WWV data 


Robert Zimmerman, W8ZM 

When you listen to WWV at 18 minutes 
after the hour, do you wonder about the 
data that is reported and how to use it? A 
comment on the Dayton net (14.270 MHz) 
as to what these meant started a request 
to Radio Station WWYV as to how the in- 
dices were obtained. A booklet #432 on 
NBS time and frequency was received 
along with data on how the indices were 
formulated. Much of the time and fre- 
quency chart data is published in the 
ARRL Handbook, but information on 
how the above indices are figured is not 
generally published. 


The Solar Flux, or first figure broadcast 
from WWY, is a reading of flux units 
(10°22Wm-2Hz-!) measured at 280@ MHz 
(sun radiation) at local noon, 1700 GMT 
at the Algonquin Radio Observatory at 
Ottawa, Canada. Higher sunspot activity 
causes arise in the flux figures. Example: 
A figure of over 200 gives generally good 


propagation up to 50 MHz with good “ 


band openings. As the solar cycle 
decreases, the figures will soon drop to 
100 or lower, and even 10 meters will not 
be open. 

The ‘‘A’’ Index (sometimes referred to 
as the Aurora Index) is derived from eight 
successive three hourly ‘‘K’”’ indices and 
gives an indication of how disturbed the 
geomagnetic field (our signal reflective 
layer) has been over a 24-hour period 
(GMI). This index is that observed at a 
Fredericksburg, Virginia station. Figures 
higher than 20-25 generally will indicate 
that an Aurora can be observed at 
someplace in the world. 

The ‘“‘K”’ Index is a quasi-logarithmic 
index of geomagnetic activity over a 
three-hour period and ranges from 0 (very 
quiet) to 9 (very disturbed). It is obtained 
by determining the maximum deviation 
from the quiet day curve of the most 
disturbed component of the field. The 
“K”’ index reported is that observed at 
the Boulder, Colorado station. It is 


7 


possibly the most usetul tor a quick obser- 
vation, especially when the index is 
changing and you wonder what the bands 
are doing. 


Following the WWV figures has been 
most interesting on a daily basis, especial- 
ly when solar flares occur and the geo- 
magnetic field acts up immediately 
followed by a storm level condition about 
24 hours later. VHFers can look for 
Aurora DX conditions by being ac- 
quainted with what to look for in these 


_ figures. The weekly propagation bulletins 


broadcast on Mondays from W8AW will. 
also tell you what’s happened and predic- 
tions of things to come. Why not use all 
this free information to help your 
communications? 

For further information or a copy of the 
NBS special publication #432, contact: 
National Bureau of Standards, Radio Sta- 
tion WWV, 2000 East County Rd. 58, 
Fort Collins, CO 886 24.. 

—RF Carrier, Dayton, OH O 


. 
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Pere Thacher 


Lappy Quer Zebra 


THE EZBILTBEAM 


Did you ever read an amateur magazine article about a really great beam 
that you would IIke to have but keep putting off its construction because it 
sounded too confusing, or you didn't belfeve It would only cost $2 and 1/2 a 
Saturday? Well take heart, good ole Roger, W3EZR has taken such an article from 
Dec 82 CQ by N7CGA, done all the work, and reduced this project down to $1 and 
45 minutes, Including time out to harass K4ABJ on the air about the merits of 
yagis over verticals. | won't get Into that, but | think In self-defense Jim Is 
busy planning a vertical that he says will only cost 95 cents and can be bullt 
In 43 minutes Including time out to harass W3EZR. Jim will, of course also 
recelve equal editorial space for description of his EZBILTVERT. Now Roger, 


belng the ham and showman that he Is, will explain his marvel at the October 
meeting, but just In case you miss something, Iike the meeting itself, or you 
have a short memory, or maybe because | need material for this column |! wil! 


attempt to explaln the HOW TO this month. 


STEP 1. Find something at least 88" long( 7' 4"), a little longer is better. A 
plece of furring strip wood, an old pool que, PVC pIipe, two broom handles, use 
your imagination, Plexiglas would be neat and maybe even invisible. Speaking of 


which, | know a place that sells neat scraps at neat prices. | will not plug it 
but ask me and | will tell all. 
STEP 2. Mark a center |Ine on the boom. My suggestion Is to place a small nail 


at both ends and stretch a string between them. Then mark the place for the 
reflector element at one end, say 2 inches In from the butt. Let this mark serve 
as the 0 Index, then mark the boom at 17", 29 3/4", 45 3/4", 66 3/4", and 88". 
If you also mark the string, It will also make creation of the second beam, for 
those who | ike things that are stacked, easler. Now Drill, punch, chisel, use 
trained termintes, or otherwise make holes thru the boom at these points. Size 
should be such to make snug fit of elements. (5/32" for Rogers aluminum rod 
stuff). 


STEP 3. Make the Driven Element (DE). Cut a plece of Rogers element wire, or 
whatever you are using 38 7/8" long. Mark the center. Place the center on a vise 
or similar hard surface and beat it with a hammer until you have a flat spot. 


Now remeasure for 38 7/8" and cut If the hammering made It longer. Drill a small 
hole In the flat spot big enough to thread a small set screw. If you can't, 
won't or don't feel like making a flat spot, that's ok. But somehow you must be 


able to connect a small wire to the DE at Its center. 


STEP 4. Drill two countersink holes In the boom on the side perpendicular to the 
element wings. The size should be about the same as the barrel of an S0239 
female coax thing-a-ma-jig. Drill the holes so they overlap and make a figure 8. 
One hole should be centered over the DE and deep enough so that you can see the 
DE. If you poured water In the blg hole It would exit thru the 2 sides where the 
element goes thru the boom. 


STEP 5. Mount DE. Slide the DE through and center set screw hole. Place S0239 In 
Its hole and attach to boom with a little wood screw. Connect a piece of wire 
from the flange of 239 to the set screw on the DE. 


STEP 6. Make the omega/gamma/alpha/beta arm, It's all Greek to me. Take a plece 
of element wire about 15" long and flatten one end with ye ole hammer, then bend 
It so the flat end will be ona flange hole In the 239, down the side of the 
boom to within 1/8" of the element and then out parallel to the ODE. Attach a 
small wire, say 1/4" to the center of the 239. Get a 5-25pf variable cap and 
connect one end to the |Iittile wire going to the 239. Attach 3/4" plece of wire 
to the other end which will eventually go to the hole In the greek arm. This 
hole will also secure the arm to the boom via a wood screw. 


z 
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Mm VU Pr Zz YPwHDzZzxrYrr 


STEP 7. Place Rogers IIttle slider-bar on the driven element and the greek arm 
about at the end and loosly tighten. Bend the boom end of the arm so It Is about 
1/8" away from the driven element. The beast is now ready except for adding the 
reflector and directors and tuning. Reflector 41", d1 38 1/8",d2 37", d3 36 5/8, 


d4 - (defn. Rogers IIttle slider bar : some form of glIzmo that will go 
between the element and arm, connect the two together and maintain about 3/4" 
spacing, almost anything wil! do. Roger uses 2 pleces of sheet stock notched 


with ye old hammer and chisel to hold elements and clamped together with screw 
or nut and bolt). 

STEP 8. Tuning. Get a plece of RG58 that Is 1 wavelength long, or any multiple 
of a 1/2 wavelength taking Into account the velocity factor. In any case for 
RG58 with velocity of .66, 53.5 Inches Is the magic number. Use same approach 
for final feed |Ine. Remember that SWR repeats Itself every 1/2 lambda and this 


approach, especially for VHF keeps the magic waves In line, In tune and In 
operation. Now ralse the antenna up at least a couple of wavelengths ona 
wooden ladder, pulley In tree, etc and allow the coax to fall away at right 


angle to the antenna. If the feedilIne Is not 90" from plane of antenna( any 
antenna) you get Inductive capacitance or capacitance Inductance or some such 
nonsense, what | call the epsilon factor. Hook it up to a wattmeter and arig 
and add just a little power. Adjust the cap for minimum SWR and then slide the 
little slider bar to get it lower if you can. When you're happy with SWR, plug 
up Innards of antenna with some non corrosive goop or bubble gum, find the 
center of gravity and holst the bear Into the Inosphere and your ready to IIsten 
to the great Greek Yag!l vs Latin? Vertical debate. If you want a stack of these 
see Jack, N4HBG about pitfalls. Now how Is Jim going to stack his verticals?. 


Now, since | already exceeded my allotted space, takes longer to describe the 
Greek Yagi than to build one, |! have one more Item for y'all. Chief Honcho slots 
for the Hamfest are going fast and so are Asst Chief Honcho slots, but a few 
choice appointments remain. Its sorta |Iike the draft. Volunteer now and get a 
choice choice or walt until later and recelve my "Greetings" letter. Some 
straightleg once profoundly procilalmed that you have only 3 cholces: LEAD, 
FOLLOW, or GET OUT OF THE WAY. For the 1984 RARS Hamfest the last option is not 
open. 


HEY HONEY, rey Te 
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FOR THE SIXTH Trh 

THIS WEEKEND. pee’. 
Ip I TELL YOU NO, WITT! 
YOU QUIT BUGGING ie >. 


PS. as In public 


service “ 


The word is out! Have you heard 
the word? Subject to the approval 
of the membership at the November 
meeting, the P.S. baton will be 
passed to the capable hands of 
WB4YINM. Diane has taken an active 
part in many of RARS' Public Service 
projects, following a pattern she 
established long before coming to 
the Raleigh area. Fresh ideas, a 
new faces; perhaps a resurgence of 
the public service tradition. 
(While the 'baton' will be passed 
at the club meeting, the cat-o'- 
nine-tails required to ensure the 
proper level of participation on 
the part of the membership will be 
passed at a meeting so secret it'll 
make the Wouff Hong's solemn con- 
clave seem like a Bicenntenial 
celebration!) 


And speaking of the 'cat', this 
wielder has encountered what would 
seem to be unprecedented immunity 
to the 'sting of the.tails' on-the 
part of the membership while trying 
to line up support to the Red Cross 
for the Fair. At this writing, two 
days before the opening day, RARS 
has produced 11 operators, 3 ops 
are not RARS members, and we will 
enjoy the assistance of abont a 
half-dozen unlicensed helpers 

from WIC. At that we only have 
about half of the desired coverage! 


At the risk of stealing Diane's 
thunder and boring the majority 

of those few readers who have reached 
this paragraph, let me comment on 
this sorry state of affairs. I'm 
told by some who have helped in the 
past but have declined now that they 
didn't feel their services were 
needed; they didn't really have 
anything to do. I should certainly 
hope not! You don't need radio 
operators to administer an occasional 
aspirin nor even to effect the re- 
quired comminications for an isolated 
single-victim emergency. THAT'S 

NOT WHAT WE! RE THERE FOR! 


That, I would have thought, was 
axiomatic! Perhaps I was wrong. 


We are at the Fair to provide the 
communications svypport required in 
the event of catastrophe. The Red 
Cross is there to provide the emer- 
gency medical assistance that would 
be required in the event of catas- 
trophe. Perhaps you thought the 
primary purpose other residents 

- of the community volunteer 1,000 
plus unpaid manhours to the Red 
Cross during the Fair is to Band- 
Aid blisters and dispense aspirin. 
NOT SO! And our purpose is not to 
idly sit by, log out the handhelds 
and make a few 'radio checks! as 
a first-aid team walks over to 
Dorton Arena. But as long as we're 
there, we might as well do that. 
And if an isolated emergency does 
arise, the shift supervisor is well 
prepared to handle the problem. 


May Whomever preclude us from ever 
being needed but assure that we are 
available if we are ever needed. 


Good-luck Diane. I sure hope you 
have better support from the mem= 
bership next year than I had this 
year! 


MAYDAY - MAYDAY! 


THE PILGRIMS 
~ ARE COMING t 


CREATING A CONTEST STATICN 
OK 
How to Lose Your wife, Your Friends and 
Fossibly Your Dog!!! 
by Art Stratemeyer. WM4E 


If you take..a couple’ of contest nuts, 
combine with an available piece of lanc, 
add a pinch of insanity. a couple of cases 
of beer, anda little luck, the results 
are 


THE CAROLINAS CONTEST GRCUP 


In the next three issues ycu will be able 
to follow this zany group in their efforts 
to put Raleigh on the Contest Map. I hope 
that you find it to be somewhat enter= 
taining. If not, don‘t blame me. You 
see, your Sneaky Editor tola me that the 
only way that she would allcw Jim to help 
was if I generated an article !!! 


The CCG was formed by a bunch of guys that 
wanted to create a station that could WIN 
CONTESTS. The first requirement was a 
site that had scme room. Well, after a 
couple of visits here, K4NYV and AA4VK 
knew that they had found a suitable suck=- 
er! So, with doleful eyes, I approached 
the XYL about putting up adream station 
that woula keep nme out of the beer joints 
and would serve aS atrue  fublic service 
to the Raleigh area. And besides, with 
all of our land, who woulda mina a few 
stall towers? She figured that with all 
of the trees that we have here, no-one 
would notice them. 


So the hunt began, FIND TUNERS. Wherever 
we could, we scrounged and bought up every 
piece of used tower that we could. 


Then came the truly blessed event, an 
estate Sale of two big towers and a Lunch 
of Telrex beams. Knowing that the pocket 
book was empty, once again the daoleful 
eyes came out and the XYL was told about 
this wonderful chance to get a_ birthaay 
and Christmas gift all at once, while 
serving to help a poor starving family 


settle its estate. Reing very obscure 
about the size of these beasts was of 
great help in pulling this off. (Never 


tell the exact size of an installation to 
the XYL until you are beyond the point of 
no return!!!) 


Now the CCG was becoming real !! we haa 
land, towers and antennas. Now we haa to 
agree on what we wanted to do with them. 


I ONMGEESY, 


by 


Bruce Eggers 
WAQSNEW 


a tL EI ae re LE 


Subject to the approval of the 
members at the November meeting, 
it looks like ol' new is going to 
have some new responsibilities in 
the coming year and WA4A00 will be 
stepping in to fill a co-chair for 
the '84 Hamfest. (Weights and 
girths sonsidered, I'm not sure if 
HQ 'na Z has won or lost on that 
chair-sharing bit!) 


To bring you up-to-date, after some 
considerable discussion, alternative 
consideration and debate, RARS Ham- 
Fest. ‘c+ ison forthe 15th oft ipril, 
same time, same place. K4HF has got 


the ball rolling with Crabtree, we've 
got the date coordinated and approved 
and now all that's left tobe done is 


torder 2. 


N4HQZ is, I'm sure, totally over- 
whelmed with volunteers competing 
with each other for the few key 
committee slots still available. 
If you've not yet called Pete, do 
it TODAY or you might not be able 
to make your contribution to YOUR 
HAMFEST ! 


The cbvicus answer waS WIN CONTESTS, cut 
tc do so we alsc neecea goou operators. 
It was Geciaed that we would start with 
the initial hard core crazies that we al- 
ready had and once we had the station up 

we would then offer to be a _ training 
ground for people interestea in contest 
work ana hopefully increase the interest 
in contesting in the Raleigh area. 


NEXT MONTH 
Futting Up The Antennas 
OK 
Ch My Cod, Art, You Said They woulc ke 
Sralli!! 


ann bradley 
WASAPK 


faR OU Ce O88 6 8 Oe Be 86 Or ee Ree eee 8 


EXTRARS says "Welcome" to new members, Jim 
Aderholt, WA4EXW, and Jim Weaver, KA4YYZ. 
Happy to have you with us. 


KEKKEKKEKKKREEKRERER 


Jesse, W4JG, and Jim K4ABJ, have both 
passed the 100+ mark in the W4DW Activity 
Award. And you guys wonder about activity 
on "64"? It's there--Where are you? Con- 
gratulations to both and thanks for "coming 
back" when Folks reach out These two are 
RARS Ambassadors of Good Will. They convey 
to all that RARS is a friendly and hospitable 
group. 

KAKKKKEKKEREKERRERE 
RARS is happy to say 'Welcome Home'' to 
Rollin, NF4P, and a "Welcome to Raleigh" 
for his Dad, Pete. 

HEKKKEKKEKERERERER 
Kudos to those who worked the Red Cross 
Booth at the Fair. Bruce thanks you; 
RARS thanks you; the Red Cross thanks you. 

KEKKRKERKRKKKKEKKEK 


Glad to see that Marty, NY4H, is recovering 
nicely from a recent ailment--the wedding. 
I know how it is, Marty, I've been there. 
Now back to DX. 

KIKKEKEKEREKRER ERE 
Frank's un-antenna party got off to a slow 
start Saturday, the 22nd. Weather couldn't 
make up it's mind and neither could the crew. 
Rain held off just long enough and now the 
antennas and tower are on the ground and 
looking tor a new home. 

KKKKEKKKKEKKRERER 
Hope you all enjoyed and appreciated Roger's 
EZBuiltBeam demonstration at the Oct. meet- 
ing as I did. A builder I'm not but W3EZR 
can inspire the urge in the least of us. 


I sawed off my broom handle now that Halloween 


is over--tound some old tubing in the yard. 
Now where did Jim put the hammer? 


REKEREKKEKEKEKEKKKK 


Looks like the space shuttle has had a 
delay, but don't lose faith. Keep your 
rig and your tape recorder on "Go" -- 
We'll do it yet. 


coe 


FAKS XMAS PARTY coming up. Suitable tines 
anc aates have been discusseda--the flace 
if stillsin “question. In the past few 
years, the party has keen hosted by Eob. 
AA4L; Chuck, K4HF; kollin, NF4P; ana Loc, 
W4YZx. They have all been super events 
but let's pass around the opportunity and 
the responsibility. Everyone line up, now 
ana the first one to offer gets to be the 
host this year. The XYL won't be burdened 
with a lot of preparation. Guests bring 
their own special treat ana the result is 
usually a feast beyond compare. See you 
in Lecemker at the home of 


PEC erorwr 
What was that? 


Dave Atkins, W6VX 

Don’t be a careless sender of Morse 
code or your contacts may not under- 
stand your message. Here are a few 
examples. 


Bemer Better 
Cline C Line 
Fazly Family 
Gx Thanks 
Hog Home 
Qricqcqceqceq I'm busy QSY 
J Am 
Jh W6 
Ke Take 
KX6 YU6 (reverse your beam) 
Lic Juike 
Lr Air 
Mp Man 
Nag Name 
Nn : C 
Nv Test 
0 Old man 
Pd And 
Pt Antenna 
Qry Mary 
Reek Received OK 
Sline S LINE 
Sn I understand 
T5 6 
Tet Go ahead 
Tig Time 
Ud Question mark 
YU6 KX6 (reverse your beam again) 
Zd Mine 
$nn You're loud here, and your note is clean 
Mssms 73 
Pst West 
Snt Thirty* 
*Derived from iandline Morse LJ 


The..Ground Wave — 


OL Teele ye Wimal ee! 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 


by wa9new 


The pumpkins have succumbed to the 
frost, the turkey's not yet on the 
table, but here we are, talking 
about Christmas. The Annual RARS 
Christmas Traffic Booth at Crabtree 
Valley Mall. 


K4HF has effected the coordination 
with the Mall. Three tables, ten 

chairs and a coax run to the roof 

are alle ours for the period 12-17 

December. Now, what do we do with 
Seo t eLni.s? 


First, we all sign-up for a tour 

of duty. KN4G, our Trusty Trea- 
surer, has volunteered his time to 
head wp an HF station. Objectives 
include some real live on the air 
dah di dah dits to wow the walkbys. 
Who's got a portable enough code 
reader program they can bring out 
so we can all tell what's going on? 
First Op to call Norm gets a Hearty 
Toot of the RARS Whistle! 


And we'll need a two-meter station. 
And we'll need some traffic takers. 


And we'll need some traffic getters. 


Now that last line is the important 
line. If some stranger ona street 
corner offerred you a free five 
foie bill for every. loved one's 
name, address and telephone number 
you gave him, promised to wish 
them a Merry Christmas, and then 
wanted to know YOUR name, address 
and phone number, how many minutes 
would it take you to call the boys 
poeple, FO come and. arrest the nut? 


It's a sorry commentary on our 
society, but nobody gets some- 
thing for nothing and a free 
message service, the FCC not- 
Witnhstanding, is obviovsly a rip- 
Sr ueer some, Kind! “IT AIN'T EASY 
TO GENERATE TRAFFIC! 


os 


KA4ULZ, Bless her Florida-bound 
Sol, could pO 17. LaVerne. can 
walk up to a total stranger, 
offer something for nothing, and 
have them eating ont of her hand 
in minutes. CAN YOU? 


I'm hoping to come up with some 
new posters this year (even thongh 
there isn't a single RARS member 
who will admit to being able to 
get some done) and, with the help 
of WB4ZSM, we're hoping to get 
some advance publicity out. So 
block out the week of 12-17 Dec., 
give me a call and let me know 
Moat evenifgs you can pull a shift, 
(NOTE: Evenings is plural!) and 
let's get on with a super-fine 
Lrart ic: boo0tn. 


MEMORY CF WwII KEEUGEE IC AIO VIETNAMESE 
STULENT 


The following was taken from an article 
in the Raleigh Times on Sept. 30 by the 
same title, concerning a member of RARS, 
Frank Fankotay, KY4X=-Silent Key. 


A Vietnamese refugee attending NC State 
University yesterday waS named the first 
recipient of a scholarship honoring a man 
who was a refugee of the Nazi invasion of 
Huncary in world har IL. 


About 50 employees of the I1T Telecom 
Livigicn and NCSU attendea the ceremony 
awarding An Tuyen Banh the Frank Fankotay 
Memorial Scholarship in the NCSU depart- 
ment cf electrical and computer engineer- 
ing: 


he waS a Hungarian Jew who eScaped to 
Austria when the Nazis invaded his hcome= 
land Guring world har II.’ 


‘The $750, one-year scholarship 1S renew= 
able each year. The scholarship will ke 
administered by the NC State Engineering 
Founcation. It will be awarded each year 
to a junior or senior in electrical or 
computer engineering.’ 


vin a mere half-century, movies 
have gone from silent to unspeakable". 


Doug barsort 
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Qaulendar 


29,30 = CC WORLD WILDE Dx CONT=PHONE NOV. 10 — RARS NEWSCOPY DEADLINE 


2 > REGULAK RARS MEETING NOV. 12,13 — NC QSO FARTY 

116 S. SALISBURY STREET 
5,6 — ARRL SWEEFSTAKES=CW NOV. 12,13 ~ ARRL SWEEPSTAKES=PHONE — 
6 = CONCGRD N.C. HAMFEST NOV. 26,27 — GREENSBORO N.C. HAMFEST 


DEC. 12-17 ~ KARS ANNUAL MESSAGE 
BOOTH ~ CKABTREE VALLEY 


